
Malala Yousafzai (born 12 July 1997) is a Pakistani school pupil and education activist from the town of 
Mingora in the Swat District of Pakistan's northwestern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province.  
She is known for her activism for rights to education and for women, especially in the Swat Valley, where 
the Taliban had at times banned girls from attending school.  
In early 2009, at the age of 11–12, Malala wrote a blog under a pseudonym for the BBC detailing her life 
under Taliban rule, their attempts to take control of the valley, and her views on promoting education for 
22 girls. The following summer, a New York Times documentary by journalist Adam B. Ellick was filmed 
about her life as the Pakistani military intervened in the region, culminating in the Second Battle of Swat. 
Malala rose in prominence, giving interviews in print and on television, and she was nominated for the 
International Children's Peace Prize by South African activist Desmond Tutu. 
In the afternoon of Tuesday, 9 October 2012, Malala boarded her school bus in the northwest Pakistani 
district of Swat. A gunman asked for Malala by name, then pointed a Colt 45 at her and fired three shots. 
One bullet hit the left side of Malala's forehead, traveled under her skin the length of her face and then into 
her shoulder. 
 
 
Malala Day 
 
On 12 July 2013, Yousafzai's 16th birthday, she spoke at the UN to call for worldwide access to education. 
The UN dubbed the event "Malala Day".[89] It was her first public speech since the attack,[90] leading the 
first ever Youth Takeover of the UN, with an audience of over 500 young education advocates from around 
the world. 
 
 
"The terrorists thought they would change my aims and stop my ambitions, but nothing changed in my life 
except this: weakness, fear and hopelessness died. Strength, power and courage was born ... I am not 
against anyone, neither am I here to speak in terms of personal revenge against the Taliban or any other 
terrorist group. I'm here to speak up for the right of education for every child. I want education for the sons 
and daughters of the Taliban and all terrorists and extremists." 
 
Malala received several standing ovations. Ban Ki-moon, who also spoke at the session, described her as 
"our hero". Malala also presented the chamber with "The Education We Want", a Youth Resolution of 
education demands written by Youth for Youth, in a process co-ordinated by the UN Global Education First 
Youth Advocacy Group, telling her audience: 
 
"Malala day is not my day. Today is the day of every woman, every boy and every girl who have raised their 
voice for their rights." 


